
CALLBACK SCENES: ANASTASIA 1 
 

SCENE: YOUNG ANASTASIA & DOWAGER EMPRESS 

(LITTLE ANASTASIA and the DOWAGER EMPRESS are sitting on Anastasia’s bed.) 

LITTLE ANASTASIA 

Why must you go Nana? 

DOWAGER EMPRESS 

It’s time to go, I’ve stayed too long here. 

LITTLE ANASTASIA 

Take me to Paris with you! 

DOWAGER EMPRESS 

You’ll visit me with your sisters and little brother. There’s a bridge there named 

for your grandfather, did you know that? The Pont Alexandre. He never saw it. 

We’ll walk on it together. And we’ll go to the ballet every night! 

LITTLE ANASTASIA 

Take me with you now. 

DOWAGER EMPRESS 

I already have, my darling Anastasia. Wherever I go, you’ll always be with me. 

You’re my favorite. Strong, not afraid of anything. 

LITTLE ANASTASIA 

Like you. 

DOWAGER EMPRESS 

Shh! Our little secret. 

End Scene. 

 

 

 



CALLBACK SCENES: ANASTASIA 2 
 

SCENE: DMITRY, VLAD & ANYA 

(There is a knock) 

DMITRY: 

I knew it, those women ratted on us! 

VLAD: 

At least they'll feed us in jail. 

(ANYA enters.) 

ANYA: 

I’m looking for someone called Dmitry. 

DMITRY: 

I'm Dmitry. What do you want? 

ANYA: 

I need exit papers and I was told you’re the only person who can help me. 

DMITRY: 

Exit papers are expensive. 

ANYA: 

I’ve saved a little money. 

DMITRY: 

The right papers cost a lot. 

ANYA: 

I’m a hard worker. You'll get your money. 

VLAD: 

What do you do? 

Scene Continued → 



CALLBACK SCENES: ANASTASIA 3 
 

ANYA: 

I’m a streetsweeper. 

DMITRY 

A streetsweeper! 

ANYA: 

In Odessa, I washed dishes. Before that, I worked at the hospital in Perm. 

VLAD: 

They’re a long way from here. 

ANYA: 

I know. I walked it. 

DMITRY: 

You walked here all the way from Perm? 

ANYA: 

I had no choice. 

DMITRY: 

Who are you running from? 

ANYA: 

I’m running to someone. I don’t know who they are but they’re waiting for me in 

Paris. 

DMITRY: 

You don’t need papers. There's a canal out there. Jump in and start swimming. 

You'll be in Paris before you know it. (To VLAD.) She's crazy. 

ANYA:  

(With real anger) I'm not crazy. (Both men are taken aback by this flash of 

temperament.) Why are you so unkind?   Scene Continued → 



CALLBACK SCENES: ANASTASIA 4 
 

VLAD:  

We were hoping you’d be someone else. 

ANYA: 

Who? 

VLAD: 

Someone who may not even exist. 

(ANYA looks confused, dazed. She turns around as if to find her bearings.) 

ANYA: 

I've been in this room before. There was a play. Everyone was beautifully dressed. 

VLAD: 

This was the private theatre in Count Yusupov's palace. 

ANYA: 

People were polite and kind. 

DMITRY:  

(Annoyed.) She’s going to faint on us! 

VLAD: 

When did you eat last? 

ANYA: 

Afterwards, we danced. There was champagne. I stole a sip. 

VLAD: 

Where are your manners, Dmitry? Get her some water –and a piece of that 

cheese. 

DMITRY: 

This isn’t a soup kitchen, Vlad. (Nevertheless, he will get them and bring them to 

her.)                 Scene Continued → 



CALLBACK SCENES: ANASTASIA 5 
 

ANYA: 

You seem to be a gentleman, even if your friend is not. 

VLAD: 

Gentleman! I haven’t heard that word in a long time. Life hasn't been easy for my 

young friend. 

ANYA: 

Life has not been easy for anyone. 

(DMITRY brings her water and something to eat.) 

ANYA: 

Thank you. 

(She drinks and greedily eats like an animal.) 

VLAD: (To DMITRY.) 

Don’t be too quick about this one. 

DMITRY: 

Her? Have you gone crazy, too? 

End Scene. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CALLBACK SCENES: ANASTASIA 6 
 

SCENE: ANYA & GLEB 

GLEB: 

It's a remarkable city, our Leningrad. All those people down there, coming and 

going, creating a future for themselves. I stand at this window for hours admiring 

them and wondering why a few bad apples are getting up to mischief instead. I 

can see all the way to the old Yusupov palace. Funny business going on there. 

Counter-revolutionary behavior some would say. 

ANYA: 

Why was I brought here? 

GLEB: 

I thought you could tell me, comrade. 

(He turns to her.) 

You, the frightened little street sweeper! I’d almost stopped looking for you on 

the Nevsky Prospekt. Anya? Am I right? 

ANYA: 

Yes. 

GLEB: 

I am Deputy Commissioner Gleb Vaganov. It’s the uniform and the office that 

make the bad impression. I’m really not so bad. See? I have a sense of humor. 

You’re shivering again. A friendly cup of tea will warm us both up. 

ANYA: 

What is the charge? 

GLEB: 

There is no charge. Why should there be? You have a job, food on the table, your 

own place in the new order of things. 

ANYA: 

I’m very thankful.       Scene Continued → 



CALLBACK SCENES: ANASTASIA 7 
 

GLEB: 

Which is why I’m warning you to leave your world of make-believe before it’s too 

late. 

ANYA: 

I don’t understand. 

GLEB: 

If you really were who you’re pretending to be, they would kill you without 

hesitation. 

ANYA: 

Everyone imagines being someone else. I’m no different. It’s an innocent enough 

fantasy. 

End Scene. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CALLBACK SCENES: ANASTASIA 8 
 

SCENE: VLAD & LILY 

VLAD 

I crossed a continent for this moment. 

LILY 

Still up to your old tricks? 

(She crosses to exit but VLAD stops her.) 

VLAD 

Admit you’re happy to see me. 

LILY 

I’m glad you’re not dead, but that’s as far as I’m prepared to go. 

(She makes a scene of walking away from him. “Seductively”.) 

What are you doing in Paris? 

VLAD 

(taking off his suit jacket) 

Didn’t you get my letter? 

LILY 

I did; and I promptly tore it up. 

(She sits on a bench stage right.) 

VLAD 

(running after her) 

You’ve grown hard, my darling Lily. 

LILY 

No harder than need be. 

Scene Continued → 



CALLBACK SCENES: ANASTASIA 9 
 

VLAD 

My precious Lily. 

LILY 

I’m not the woman you remember, Vlad. 

VLAD 

No. You’re even lovelier than I remember. 

(He takes her arm and kisses it after each word.) 

My hot-blooded. Sensual. Passionate- 

(She flips and gets up.) 

LILY 

That was then. When the world was beautiful! 

VLAD 

We’ll make it beautiful again! In Paris! The city of lovers! 

LILY 

If only we could. 

VLAD 

Ever since that first day in court when I saw you, I knew I was beneath you. 

LILY 

You’re right, darling. You were. 

End Scene. 

 

 

 

 



CALLBACK SCENES: ANASTASIA 10 
 

SCENE: ANYA & DMITRY 

ANYA 

(screams) 

Ahh! 

(She gets up.) 

No! 

(DMITRY runs in.) 

DMITRY 

Anya? 

ANYA 

(clearly shaken up) 

The voices keep coming back! 

DMITRY 

(He runs toward her.) 

That’s all they are. Voices. You’re having a nightmare. 

(He grabs her by the arms and leads her back to her bed.) 

ANYA 

Stay with me, Dmitry. I’m frightened. 

(They sit on her bed.) 

DMITRY 

Is that better? 

ANYA 

Who do you think I am, Dmitry? 

Scene Continued → 



CALLBACK SCENES: ANASTASIA 11 
 

DMITRY 

If I were the Dowager Empress, I would want you to be Anastasia. 

ANYA 

You would? 

DMITRY 

I would want her to be a beautiful, strong, and intelligent young woman. 

ANYA 

Is that what you think I am? 

DMITRY 

I do. 

ANYA 

Thank you. 

(A pause. They realize they are holding hands and they awkwardly separate.) 

DMITRY 

You’re welcome. 

ANYA 

I began to wonder if you were ever going to pay me a compliment. (a beat) Do 

you really think-I might be her? 

DMITRY 

I want to believe you’re the little girl I saw once, many years ago. 

ANYA 

I don’t understand. 

 

End Scene. 

 



CALLBACK SCENES: ANASTASIA 12 
 

SCENE: ANYA & DOWAGER EMPRESS 

ANYA: 

Your Imperial Highness. (She curtsies before THE DOWAGER EMPRESS and kisses 

her hand.) 

THE DOWAGER EMPRESS: 

I think history demands we play this game to the end. 

ANYA: 

Please, be seated. 

THE DOWAGER EMPRESS: 

There’s no need. I shall be brief. Who are you? 

ANYA: 

I believe I am the youngest daughter of— 

THE DOWAGER EMPRESS: 

Spare me my family history! It’s in every bookstore along the Seine. Anyone can 

read it. 

ANYA: 

I didn’t think you’d be so cruel. 

THE DOWAGER EMPRESS: 

I’m old and impatient. Kindness has become a luxury. 

ANYA: 

My Nana was the most loving woman imaginable. 

THE DOWAGER EMPRESS: 

That was before they murdered everyone she loved. 

 

End Scene. 


